Rector’s Ramblings. . .

I came to Meridian almost two years ago as part of the interview process for Rector of the Mediator. I was eager to go inside the church...stand in the middle of the aisle and sense how it would be to worship in this space. My initial impression was very positive and it was only later that I began to pay attention to individual details.

I will admit to being somewhat puzzled at the placement of the Baptismal Font. It was right in the center of the chancel and to my eye, interfered with the view of the altar and the Christus Rex. “Hmm...I said to myself, I will have to ask why it is there and I wonder if it could be moved either to the back or to either side up front.”

This was one of those times I am grateful I kept my thoughts to myself! I decided to wait and see how the font’s placement was integrated into worship at the Mediator. What I found were delighted children as their parents carried them forward for Holy Eucharist. Many would lean forward in their parent’s arms and dip a hand in the holy water. Toddlers would be lifted up by mom or dad to dip a hand in the water as well. I saw children with a very tactile experience connecting them to their baptism. I loved what I was witnessing! Of course, the font has stayed front and center; the only change being its placement down a few steps. Now with the font centered, but lower, the eye is drawn onward to the altar and the figure above it of the risen Christ above it. Three symbols that remind us what is at the heart of our faith:

The Font: Baptism...in which through the ritual of water we become full members of the Body of Christ.  

The Altar: Holy Eucharist...in which we encounter a God who comes to meet us...a God who is with us and among us...

The Cross with the Risen Christ: Salvation from the One who died for us so that at the

end, we do not just pass on into emptiness, but find everlasting life in God’s presence.

On Sunday, Madison Laine Munn and Brock Warren DeMars were baptized and welcomed into the Mediator family. We walked them down the aisle so that everyone could see them. As your family in Christ, we pledged to do all that is possible to help you follow in the way of Christ and we offered you our love and support for the years ahead.

Hopefully, as you grow, you will pass by this font and dip your hand in its waters.

Who knows, someday you may each bring a child of your own to share in this most holy act.

“See what love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.” (I John)

Helen+
